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PLEASE 


Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  8605  7 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

Governor's  Office,  Helena,  MT  59620 

Lewis  & Clark  County  Health  Department,  316  North  Park,  Helena,  MT  59623 
Lewis  & Clark  County  Areawide  Planning  Office,  P.  0.  Box  1725,  Helena,  MT 
5y623 

Lewis  & Clark  County  Commissioners,  316  North  Park,  Helena,  MT  59623 
Lewis  & Clark  County  Sherriff,  316  North  Park,  Helena,  MT  59623 
Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  & Geology,  C/0  IHontana  Tech,  W.  Park  St.,  Butte,  MT 
59701 

Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 
HUD  Regional/ Area  Office,  O.I.L.S.R.,  ATTN:  Carroll  Goodwin,  Executive  Tower 
Building,  1405  Curtis  Street,  Denver,  CO  80202 
HUD  Regional/Area  Office,  O.I.L.S.R.,  ATTN:  Pat  Donohue,  Executive  Tower 
Building,  1405  Curtis  Street,  Denver,  CO  80202 
'/'Montana  State  Library,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Department  of  Commerce,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena,  MT  59620 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Fire  Marshal  Bureau,  Department  of  Justice,  1409  Helena  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Information  Unit,  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT 
59620 

Environmental  Information  Center,  P.  0.  Box  1184,  Helena,  MT  59624 
Montana  Historical  Society,  225  N.  Roberts,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Resource  Engineers,  P.  0.  Box  5624,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Hydrometrics,  2727  Airport  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Lawson  Lowe,  Treasure  State  Plaza  Building,  Suite  G,  2806  Garfield,  Missoula, 

MT  59801 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


September  4,  1985 


RE:  Prickly  Pear  Estates 

Lewis  & Clark  County 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  (PER)  has  been  prepared  for 
I Prickly  Pear  Estates  in  Lewis  & Clark  County,  and  is  submitted  for  your 
consideration.  Questions  and  comments  will  De  accepted  until  September  19, 
1985.  One  extension  of  time  not  to  exceed  seven  days  will  be  granted  upon 
request  if  there  is  sufficient  reason  for  the  request.  All  comments  should  be 
sent  to  the  undersigned. 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


SEP  - 91985 


Sincerely , 


SLP/jjg 

Enclosures 


MONTANA  STATS 
1515  S. 

HELENA,  MCi'dANA 


Steven  L.  Pilcher,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


AN  equal  opportunity  EMPLOYER' 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/preliminaryenvi1985mcca_0 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59620 
(406)  444-2406 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Division/Bureau 


Environinental  Sciences  DivisionAVater  Quality  Bureau 


Project  or  Application  Prickly  Pear  Estates 


Description  of  Project  Hie  proposed  developiient  is  planned  as  a residential  and  commercial 
subdivision  to  be  developed  in  three  phases.  Phase  I will  consist  of  18  residential 
lots  and  4 commercial  lots.  Phase  II  would  include  another  18  residential  lots  and 
Phase  III  would  add  19  residential  and  6 conmercial  lots.  Thus,  a total  of  55 
residential  and  10  ccmrercial  lots  is  proposed  for  the  92  acre  area  to  be  developed. 
Prickly  Pear  Estates  is  located  approximately  1.75  miles  north  of  East  Helena  and 

2 miles  northeast  of  Helena  (see  attached  map) . 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Mooerate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


8. 


9. 


Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 
Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 
Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 
Aestheti cs 
Ai  r qual  i ty 
Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 
Demands  on  envi ronmen- 
tal  resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 
Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


X 

X 

* 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

DHES/ESD-1 


I 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qualit 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activitie 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  populatio 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

1 1 . Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flow! 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None 


Comments  on 


X 

X 

X 

* 

X 

* 

X 

X 

f 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

"k 

. 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  & Clark  County  Health  Department;  Lewis  & 

Clark  County  Ccranissioners ; Areawide  Planning  Office. 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  I^source  Engineers  and  Associates; 
Hydrcmetrics 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  ^ recorntiended. 


PER  Prepared  by:  James  C.  McCauley 
Date:  August  28,  1985 


DHES/ESD-2 


POIENriAL  IMPACTS  ON  THE  PHYSICAL  ENVIRQ Nl'IE N T 


Water  Quality,  Quantity  and  Distribut 


ion 


are  pX’os'd absorptron  syabe.s 
size,  the  .inimut,  net  density  ironf  acre  IZl  I t I “I" 

iiiiriuiiirof  jiiiiieiiiT"  iirfii-t'"'"  iiiitie"it^";ti,r 

100  foot  horizontal  seja^lflo^^  u“b1“An7a\n1dte\'Iee“I“ 

systems  and  the  remaining  irrigation  ditch.  Due  to  the  horlllnlal  III 

prCity  rI^I\o"\fL\““  d^\^o%\‘'"”  Of  the 

firm''  iIIic"Ile“I''Ihiri°®''°^°®^  Hydrometrics,  a Helena  consulting 

r ^indicates  tnat  tnere  are  numerous  high  capacity  wells  in  the  area  soL 

of  whica  produce  in  excess  of  500  ^pm  Thev  ^ha^  ■ - .c  ■ ^ 

level  declines  Soo  . ^ ^ state  tnat  no  significant  water 

litt  e or  ■nllll  reported  r„  the  area  and  that  calculations  show  that 

no  interference  will  occur  between  existing  and  proposed  wells. 

’■'i  usually  of  good  to  excellent  quality  with  the 

xcepcion  of  localized  contamination.  A cyanide  spill  is  loLted  near  the 

upoli  Ihlll  tlrsluriirullll  '"Itllllur"'/"'  contained  to  tne  property 
the  general  are,  ofM  a , contamination  is  also  recorded  in 

IS  a^ppIIIlLS;  1 rmfllfinil  illtr  contamination 

that  individua/wells  he  comp  eted  tl  a dipt  orio^IITnell  I" 

possihility  of  Shallow  aqnifer  contaminatillVnl  II  iLlIiIr  n rll  1“^^^ 

The  Department  ot  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  will  require  that  III  s he 
clllllilauIII  vertical  movement  of  possible 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  Oh  THE  HUMAN  ENVIRONilE NT 


^ocal  and  State  Tax  Base  and  Tax  Re\^enue 


The  change  from  agricultural  to  resident! 
tax  base,  and  especially  that  which  benefits 
additional  government  services  snould  offset 


al  use  v/ill  increase  the  local 
schools.  However,  the  need  for 
the  tax  revenue  generated. 


4.  Agricultural  or  Industrial  Production 


Ttie  property  has  been  used  for  agricultural  purposes  in  the  past  and  is 
capable  of  producing  an  irrigated  hay  crop.  The  Soil  Conservation  Service 
survey  of  this  area  describes  3 soil  types  all  of  which  have  moderate 
permeability  to  a depth  of  15  to  24  inches  and  very  rapid  permeability  below 
that  depth.  The  available  water  capacity  is  very  low. 

13 . Locally  Adopted  Environmental  Plans  and  Goals 

Prickly  Pear  Estates  is  not  within  a "preferred  growth  area"  as  designaced 
by , the  Lewis  4 Clark  County  Comprehensive  Plan  of  1983.  However,  this  does 
not  prohibit  development  of  the  area  for  residential  purposes.  Surrounding 
land  use  includes  a gravel  pit,  mixed  commercial  and  residential  development 
and  agricultural  or  vacant  land.  Both  mobile  homes  and  conventional  homes  are 
proposed  for  this  subdivision. 
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